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Parrafo 1 dela seleccion

Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo led the first European expedition that explored what is now the west coast of the
United States. Cabrillo departed from the port of Navidad, Mexico on June 27, 1542. Three months later he
arrived at "avery good enclosed port,” which is known today as San Diego Bay. Historians believe he
anchored his flagship, the San Salvador, on Point Loma's east shore near the land that becomes Cabrillo
National Monument. Cabrillo later died during the expedition, but his crew continued on, possibly as far north
as Oregon, before thrashing winter storms forced them back to Mexico.

Parrafo 2 de la seleccion

The Cabrillo expedition sailed out of the port of Navidad, near modern day Manzanillo, on June 27, 1542 with
three ships. Accompanying Cabrillo were a crew of sailors, soldiers, enslaved people, merchants, a priest,
livestock, and provisions for two years. The expedition was al so seeking the seven fabulously wealthy cities
known as Cibola that some believed were near the Pacific coast beyond New Spain, and the possibility of a
route connection from the North Pacific to the North Atlantic - the Straits of Anian.

Parrafo 3 dela seleccion

One hundred and three days into the journey, Cabrillo's ships entered San Diego Bay. He probably landed at
Ballast Point (visible from the Visitor Center) where he claimed the land for Spain, though no Europeans
settled in the area at that time. Cabrillo described the bay as"a closed and very good port," which he called
San Miguel. The name San Miguel was changed to San Diego 60 years later by another explorer, Sebastian
Vizcaino. The Kumeyaay tribes had already lived in the areafor thousands of years and would continue to be
the primary human shapers of the landscape until the Spanish established afort in San Diego in 1769.

Parrafo 4 dela seleccion

The expedition continued north to Monterey Bay and may have reached as far north as Point Reyes before
storms forced the shipsto turn back. The expedition failed to sight the entrance to San Francisco Bay, which
remained undiscovered until 1769. Discouraged by foul weather, Cabrillo decided to winter in the Channel
Islands. There, after afall suffered during a brief skirmish with an Indigenous tribe , Cabrillo shattered alimb
and died of complications on January 3, 1543. Following Cabrillo's death, the disheartened crew again sailed
north, this time under the leadership of Bartolome Ferrer. The expedition may have reached a latitude as far
north as the Rogue River in Oregon, but thrashing winter winds and spoiled supplies forced them to return to
Mexico.
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